914 Worthington Ridge 


1790, house moved in 1850 for the building of Berlin 
Congregational Church 


Deacon Daniel Galpin, (1757-1844), Revolutionary war 
soldier, abolitionist, made pump machines & ox yokes, 
& Mehitable Doerr (-1842. Two daughters rana 
school in a front room. 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Deacon Daniel Galpin House, 914 Worthington Ridge, c. 1790. Galpin was a 
revolutionary war veteran. His daughters ran a school at one time in a front 
room. The Deacon was one of Berlin’s first ardent abolitionists. After his death, 
a side lot was sold to build the Second Congregational Church in 1850 — now 
Berlin Congregational. The house was moved to its present location that same 


year. 
Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 914 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was built 
around 1790 for Deacon Daniel Galpin (1754-1844), a 
veteran of the Revolutionary War. In her History of 

Berlin (1916), Catherine M. North quotes a letter of Mrs. 
Margaret Dunbar Stuart describing the Deacon: Deacon 
Daniel Galpin was brother to Col. Joseph Galpin and lived 
next door to Parson Goodrich, my grandfather. He was of 
a more ardent temperament than Col. Galpin. He spoke in 
prayer meetings, and was a warm abolitionist. In a wing of 
his house was a shop where he whittled logs into pumps. 
Also his daughter Mary utilized this shop for her dame 
school. One day there was a sudden noise and my brother, a little boy saying his letters, was 
greatly pleased to find the Deacon had fallen over his pump log. At one time Deacon Galpin put up 
a sign on his pump shop, “Anti-Slavery Books for sale here.” This subjected him to some 
persecution and it was torn down by the roughs of the village. 


The house was moved to its current address in the late 1840s to make way for the building of the 
Berlin Congregational Church. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 020 
1786 Daniel Galpin Current owner: Dr A.M. Siebert 
Worthington Ridge, west side facing east . 
Wood building, peak roof, 2 end brick 
chimneys, two stories and a half, 9 window 
front, 5 windows gable end, hewn at gable 
ends top of first story, stone foundation 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1786 Daniel Galpin current owner: Dr A.M. Siebert Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 205 
1790 Deacon Daniel Galpin current owner: Richard & Mary Wilcox 


The historical significance of the Deacon Daniel Galpin House rests on 
its association with Galpin, the Revolutionary War veteran who was its 
builder or early occupant. Galpin's two daughters ran a school fora 
time in the front chamber of the house. The Deacon, known as one of 
Berlin's first ardent abolitionists, died in 1844 at age 88. After his 
death the Galpin house lot was chosen as the site of the new Second 
Congregational Church (built in 1850). John L. Dowd bought the house 
and moved in to its present location. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1900 current owner: Patricia Watson Sketch 


Genealogy 


Daniel Galpin (1757-1844) son of Samuel Galpin & Abigail Newell. He 
served in the Revolutionary War in Col. Hart’s Company in Col. Woloctt’s 
Regiment. The house originally was on the site for the Berlin 
Congregational Church and was moved. Two of his daughters ran a 
school in a front chamber. He was a Deacon of the Worthington Parish. He was a abolitionist. He made 
pump machines and ox yokes. He married Mehitable Doerr (-1842) and had children: Daniel, Sally, 
Mary, Elizabeth. They are buried in Bridge Cemetery. 
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17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The five-bay facade has a central Greek Revival entry with sidelights, 
panels, and plain pilasters,flanking the paneled entry door. The entry 
is topped by a plain entablature with a central molding and a prominent 
molded cap. Windows have plain board surrounds, and are fitted with old 
6-over-6 sash. Second-floor windows are located directly under the 
eaves. Some old beaded corner board survives. Side elevations show 

a slight (approximately 1") overhang at the second story. On the left 
elevation is a 19th-century framed-in porch. There is a small bay 
extension to the right, and a c. 1900 rear porch on a cobblestone 
foundation. > 
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The historical significance of the Deacon Daniel Galpin House rests on 
its association with Galpin, the Revolutionary War veteran who was its 
builder or early occupant. Galpin's two daughters ran a school for a 
time in the front chamber of the house. The Deacon, known as one of 
Berlin's first ardent abolitionists, died in 1844 at age 88. After his 
death the Galpin house lot was chosen as the site of the new Second 
Congregational Church (built in 1850). John L. Dowd bought the house 
and moved in to its present location. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Architecturally, the Galpin House is significant as a well-preserved 
example of late-18th-century vernacular building techniques. Although 
it features the central hall plan rather than the earlier central chimney 
configuration, the basic form’of the house is conservative. The building 
retains a slight hewn overhang on the side elevations, the second-floor 
windows are located near the eaves in the 18th-century (continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, pp. 186-88. 
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fashion, and the house shows the ridge-parallel-to-street orientation that was to 
remain popular until the rise of the Greek Revival style in the 1830s. 


